MELISSA

Jamaica, February 2026

Four months after Hurricane Melissa tore through the Caribbean, large parts of Jamaica
remained trapped in the long aftermath of disaster. Photographed in February 2026, this
series documents communities still living without stable electricity, reliable transportation,
or the means to rebuild their homes. Power lines remained down and many families
continued to shelter beneath temporary blue tarpaulins stretched across damaged roofs.
While emergency relief had ended, recovery was far from complete.

Hurricane Melissq, the first Category b tropical cyclone ever recorded to make landfall in
Jamaica, struck the Caribbean in late October 2025, causing widespread destruction
across the island. Coastal settlements, fishing communities, agricultural regions and
tourism-dependent towns suffered extensive losses.

In Black River, residents and volunteers worked among the ruins of historic structures,
carefully salvaging bricks and building materials from a damaged church in the hope of
rebuilding it. Along the coast, fishermen faced a different challenge — many boats had
been destroyed, while damaged coastal ecosystems dramatically reduced fish stocks in
nearshore waters. In the Blue Mountains, landslides and washed-out roads cut off access
to agricultural land, leaving coffee crops unharvested. Small household gardens were
destroyed, livestock was lost, and food prices rose in communities already struggling with
limited access to essential services.

Rather than documenting the immediate violence of the storm, these photographs
examine what follows after the headlines disappear — a landscape suspended between
destruction and recovery, where rebuilding is measured not in days or weeks, but in years.

Commissioned by SmartAID.
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Ctyfi mésice poté, co hurikdn Melissa prefitil Karibik, zGstavaly velké ¢asti Jamaijky
uvéznény v dlouhém dozvuku katastrofy. Tato série, fotografovand v Gnoru 2026,
dokumentuje komunity stdle Zijici bez stabilni elektfiny, spolehlivé dopravy nebo prostfedkt
k obnové svych domovu. Elektrické vedeni zdstévala popadand a mnoho rodin se stéle
ukryvalo pod provizornimi modrymi plachtami nataZzenymi pfes poskozené stfechy.
PfestoZze nouzovd pomoc skoncila, obnova zdaleka nebyla dokon€ena.

Hurik&n Melissa, prvni tropicky cyklon kategorie 5 zaznamenany v historii jako hurikén, ktery
kdy zasdhl Jamajku, udefil na Karibik koncem fijna 2025 a zplsobil rozsdhlé ni¢eni po
celém ostrové. Pfimorskd sidla, rybdrské komunity, zemédélské oblasti a mésta zavisld na
cestovnim ruchu utrpéla obrovské ztraty.

V Black River pracovali obyvatelé a dobrovolnici v troskdch historickych staveb a



zachranovali cihly Ka materidl z poSkozeného kostela v nadéji, Zze ho znovu postavi. Podél
pobrezi Celili rybdfi jiné vyzvé — mnoho lodi bylo zni¢eno a poskozené pobrezni ekosystémy
dramaticky snizily zasoby ryb. V Modrych horéch odfizly sesuvy pldy a vyplavené cesty
pfistup na zemeédélskou pudu a kdvové plodiny zUstaly nesklizeny. Domaci zahradky byly
zni¢eny, dobytek ztracen a ceny potravin rostly v komunitdch jiz tak bojujicich s omezenym
pristupem k zdkladnim sluzbém.

Tyto fotografie misto pfimého dokumentovani nésili boufe zkoumaiji to, co ndsleduje poté,
co titulky zmizi — krajinu zavesenou mezi zkGzou a obnovou, kde se pfestavba méfi nikoli ve
dnech ¢&i tydnech, ale v letech.

Material byl vytvoren pro organizaci SmartAID.



